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It is true indeed, that under our circumstances in general,
this cSmplaint for the want of silver, may appear as ridi-
culous, as for a man to be impatient, about a cut finger,
when he is struck with the plague; and yet a poor fellow
going to the gallows, may be allowed to feel the smart of
wasps, while he is upon Tyburn Road. This misfortune is
too urging,1 and vexatious in every kind of small traffic, and
so hourly pressing upon all persons in the country whatso-
ever, that a hundred inconveniences, of perhaps greater
moment in themselves, have been timely2 submitted to, with
far less disquietude and murmurs. And the case seems yet
the harder, if it be true, what many skilful men assert, that
nothing is more easy, than a remedy; and, that the want of
silver, in proportion to the little gold remaining among us,
is altogether as unnecessary, as it is inconvenient A person
of distinction assured me very lately, that, in discoursing
with the lord lieutenant,3 before his last return to England,
his excellency said, " He had pressed the matter often, in
proper time and place, and to proper persons; and could
not see any difficulty of the least moment, that could pre-
vent us from being easy upon that article."4

Whoever carries to England, twenty-seven English shillings,
and brings back one moidore, of full weight, is a gainer of
ninepence Irish; in a guinea, the advantage is threepence,
and twopence in a pistole. The BANKERS, who are gener-
ally masters of all our gold, and silver, with this advantage,
have sent over as much of the latter, as came into their
hands. The value of one thousand moid ores in silver,
would thus amount in clear profit, to 37/. IO.T. The shop-
keepers, and other traders, who go to London to buy goods,
followed the same practice, by which we have been driven
into this insupportable distress.

To a common thinker, it should seem, that nothing would
be more easy, than for the government to redress this evil,

1                                    The 1736 edition of " A Letter," etc., has "Is so urging." [T. $.]

2                                The 1736 edition of " A Letter," etc., has " tamely."   [T. S.]

3                              John Carteret (1690-1763) succeeded his father as second Baron
Carteret in 1695, anc* n*s mother as Earl Granville in 1744.   He was
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland from 1724 to 1730.   See Swift's "Vin-
dication of ... Lord Carteret" in vol. vi. of present edition. - [T. S.]

4                                     "A Letter," etc. (1736 edition), has "being made easy upon this
article."  [T. S.]